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Welcome to another edi-

tion of On Our Patch. 

Once again it’s packed full 

of insight and celebration 

about all of the exciting 

things that have been 

happening at Patcham 

Junior School in the last 

few weeks. 

January seemed to last an 

eternity, with way more 

rain than seems fair, but 

although it was lengthy, it 

meant that there was lots 

of time for curiosity and 

learning. 

Both girls and boys foot-

ball matches have taken 

place this half term; Year 5 

visited the planetarium in 

Chichester and the Bright-

on and Hove Indoor Ath-

letics competition saw PJS 

finish 3rd overall. Albion in 

the community (AITC) vis-

ited the school to share 

their STEM Football exper-

tise with the children and 

on the last day of the 

month, some of our tal-

ented girl footballers had 

a wonderful day at the 

Albion’s world-class Elite 

Performance centre in 

Lancing as well as Year 4s 

enjoying their second visit 

from renowned profes-

sional chef, John 

McManus! 

It’s been quite a month… 

Thank you all again for 

your kind words of en-

couragement for our 

striking teachers this 

week too, I have shared 

these with the team. 

Mr Sutherland 

Staffing Update 

We said goodbye for 

the last time to a num-

ber of our lovely col-

leagues this month. 

Mrs Owen in the school 

office along with Mrs 

Cripps our finance assis-

tant left us for pastures 

new this month. 

At the end of December 

Miss Stubbings, a mem-

ber of our support 

team, also left the 

school. 

We wish all three of 

them great success in 

their new roles or with 

their future plans and 

thank them for being 

such great colleagues—

we will miss them all. 
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1st February Wednes-
day` 

All day All 
years 

School closed for 
Teachers strike 

2nd February Thursday 3pm Y6 Boys 
football 
team 

Match here against  

Saltdean 

3rd February Friday All day Y6 Evacuee Day 

6th February Monday 3pm Girls 
Football 
Team 

Match here against Hove 

7th February Tuesday 3.15 Netball 
team 

Match here vs Westdene 

10th February  Friday All day All 
years 

School closed for INSET 

13th—17th Feb-
ruary 

Mon-Fri   Half Term Holiday 

20th February Monday All day All 
years 

School reopens 

  pm Y3/4 Girls Football Festival 
at Patcham High School 

21st February Tuesday All day Y4 Shackleton Day 

24th February Friday All day All 
Years 

Take Over Day 

27th February Monday AM Y3 Patcham Walk 

  5pm Y6 Hindleep Warren Meeting 
in school 

     



Magnificent word related 

news this month too as we 

have been celebrating the 

discovery of our first bril-

liant batch of Millionaire 

Word readers! 

By devouring book after book, 

then quizzing their knowledge 

of what they have read on 

Accelerated Reader, the     

Millionaire readers are        

revealed!! 

With some totals NORTH of 2 

million words read since Sep-

tember, these are astonishing 

achievements so early in the 

year. 

All Millionaire Readers will 

now take their rightful place 

on the ‘Millionaire Reader 

Wall Of Fame’ outside Mrs 

Sutherland’s classroom. 

If you ever need a book rec-

ommendation, these are the 

people to talk to! 

PS—there are quite a few 

others that are REALLY close 

to reaching a million words 

read and we look forward to 

celebrating their achieve-

ments in a future edition! 



Some of our Year 6 football club mem-

bers had their first taste of competitive 

school football just this week, playing 

Stanford Junior School in the first of a 

series of friendlies planned for this 

term. 

As expected, the sides were very even-

ly matched with lots of really positive 

football played by both teams. 

However it was the boys from PJS that 

scored first, with a lovely sweeping fin-

ish from Frankie S to send the home 

side in one-nil up at the half time whis-

tle. 

Man of the match Finley B proved to 

be a menace to the away side for most 

of the second half, constantly driving 

the ball down the right wing at every 

opportunity. 

However is was late into the second half that Frankie S 

popped up again to bag his brace resulting in the whole 

team and many spectators cheering together once more. 

Well played to all of the boys—we look forward to the 

return fixture after half term. 

18 delightful girls from the school’s foot-

ball club (along with Miss Powell and Mr 

Sutherland) had a magnificent day at 

Brighton and Hove Albion’s Elite Perfor-

mance centre in Lancing. Hosted by Rob 

the head of Albion in the Community’s 

school’s team, the girls were put 

through their paces with small sided 

matches as well as a very competitive 

skills tournament. A presentation about 

the myriad of job roles in football nowa-

days was also given after lunch. 

The highlight of the day however was 

meeting the Albion’s captain Victoria 

Williams! Victoria was lovely and spent 

a good ten minutes chatting with the 

girls! 

The girls (and us!) had a rather splendid 

day! 
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Well done to our incredible year 5's and 6's 
who went to the School Games indoor athletics 
competition. Patcham Juniors came in third 
place and showed excellent sporting skills,     
determination and resilience. A special well 
done to Alfie, who won the determination 
award.   



On Friday 27th January, the school organised for Albion and the Community to 
deliver a STEM day for many Year 5 and 6s. The children had the opportunity to 
work with technology to make robot footballs move around a pitch. They devel-
oped a number of skills including; teamwork, decision-making, problem solving 
and creativity. After speaking with many of the children they explained how 
amazing the day had been and how much fun they had!   
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